Biological Summer Course Arachne - complex approach in education outside school buildings
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The Biological Summer Course Arachne has been held by the Arachne Association (Prague, Czech Republic) since 1998. The two weeks stay (designed for 25 - 35 participants) is organised by a small team of enthusiastic university students in co-operation with lectors from Charles University, Faculty of Science and Academy of the Science of the Czech Republic. 
This optional training course for high ability secondary school students presents very effective means of informal extracurricular education of biology. During the course, participants gain up-to-date knowledge in a broad spectrum of biological disciplines and practical skills as well. In addition these activities encourage them in further search for information and critical thinking.  
The biological scientific programme, occupying most of the daytime, consists of lectures, practical classes, short excursions and optional workshops. Several sessions are reserved for team-work on research projects. Each year the programme is focused on a different unifying aspect of biology (e.g. Evolution and developmental biology, Ecology of organisms and communities or Interactions among the organisms). Relevant topics of sessions are selected among various biological disciplines such as botany, microbiology, zoology, genetics, etc. 
The scientific programme is integrated with a wide variety of activities, such as creative art, dance, non-professional theatre, rhetorical training and team co-operation. All these activities promote further development of the students` abilities, namely creativity, communication and team co-operation. This complex approach is exceptional compared to similar courses in the Czech Republic. 
The Biological Summer Course Arachne has been funded by Biological Section of Faculty of Science Charles University (Prague), Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport Nr. 51400103.


